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on undulating ground, broken into small mounds and
hollows. The enemy's cavalry was a long way off, and therefore
could not surprise us; and I took advantage of the hollows
in the ground to cover my regiment. Thus sheltered from
artillery-fire, and at the same time all ready to act, we had the
satisfaction of seeing a great part of the day go by without
our having a single man hit, while the regiments in our
neighbourhood were losing pretty heavily.

I was congratulating myself on having placed my men so
well when General Exelmans, on the plea that everyone
should take his share of danger, ordered me, in spite of the
remonstrances of my brigadier, to advance my regiment a
hundred paces. I obeyed, and in a short time lost Captain
Bertin killed and a score of men disabled. Then I tried a
new plan, namely, to send troopers, well apart, to fire at the
enemy's gunners with their carbines. This made the enemy
also send out skirmishers, and when skirmishing was thus
going on between the lines the enemy's guns could not fire
on us for fear of hitting their own people. Ours were of
course similarly hampered; but to get the artillery silenced
on even a small part of the line was all in our favour, as the
enemy was far superior in that arm. Moreover, our infantry
was just then at close quarters with that of the enemy in the
villages, and the cavalry on both sides had nothing to do but
await the issue; so it was of no use for either side to be
smashing up the other with cannon-balls. A skirmishing
engagement, in which for the most part more powder is
burnt than damage done, was a much better way of spending
the time. Accordingly, all the colonels followed my example,
and much bloodshed was saved. Still more would have been,
if General Exelmans had not given the order to recall the
skirmishers: which was the signal to the enemy to pour a
hail of shot on our squadrons. Luckily it was near the end
of the day.

This was the evening of the 16th. All the cavalry
colonels of the 2nd corps approved so highly this plan of
economising human life that we all agreed to employ it on
the 18th. When the enemy's guns opened we sent out to be postedwho.
